
Getting Serious About VT’s 
Renewable Energy & Climate 

Commitments

Vermont Energy & Climate Action Network

December 1, 2018



EAN: The Collective Impact Network Model



We’ve Made Real Progress but the Climb is About 
to Get A Lot Steeper…



First, Reduce Energy Use via Efficiency…



Total Energy: Not as Renewable As You Might Think…
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The Energy & Emissions Story
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VT’s Greenhouse Gas Emissions are Increasing



Pathway to 2025: Top Ten Drivers
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For Instance:
• 90,000 EVs
• 87,000 CCHPs
• 80,000 Wx
• 500 MW solar
• 200 MW wind
• 10% from 

other drivers



The Spectrum of Serious Action

"Goal" 
(Statutory or 
otherwise)

"Commitment"

Policy & 

Regulation w/ 

Requirements, 

Incentives, and 

Penalties

Ex. 

Statutory 

GHG Target

Ex. Gov. 

Scott re: 

Paris, CEP

Ex. RGGI, 

RES



States with the Largest CO2 Emissions Declines 1990 
– 2014



Vermont Has Low Per Capita Carbon Emissions…



One U.S. State Has Capped Carbon Economy-Wide…



…As Have Our Neighbors to the North



But Vermont? 



Vermonters Stand To Save
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Vermont Stands to Grow
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The Two Stories of Vermont

Energy & Climate Leader

• 12% total renewable energy in 

2010 to 20% as of 2017

• 5th lowest per capita C02 

emissions of all US States

• Higher share of heating needs 

from wood than any other US 

State

• Most clean energy jobs per 

capita 

• Most EV charging stations per 

capita

Energy & Climate Laggard

• New solar capacity declined 

30% from 2016 to 2017

• GHG emissions have 

increased 16% since 1990

• 2nd highest per capita use of 

fuel oil for heating 

• Clean energy jobs declined 

2% from 2016-2017

• 95% dependent on fossil fuel 

for transportation



Energy transformation can’t just be something 
for wealthier, coastal states…

State 
Median Household 
Income (2015) 

Population Density 
(2015) (Per Sq. Mile)

California $64,500 251

Vermont $56,990 67

Massachusetts $70,628 871

New York $60,805 421

US Average $56,515 86



Vermont’s example matters 
because the US needs 

strong energy 
transformation models for 

rural, middle-income states



Contact Information 

http://eanvt.org

www.vtenergydashboard.org
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