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From a carbon levy to a carbon market:
Québec’s carbon pricing history

Québec GHG Reduction 
Targets:

6% below 1990 levels by 
2012 --- this target was 
exceeded (8 % below 1990 
in 2012)

20% below 1990 by 2020

37.5% below 1990 by 2030

80% below 1990 by 2050



How does cap-and-trade work?
Ministry of Environment Link: http://www.environnement.gouv.qc.ca/changementsclimatiques/marche-

carbone_en.asp



Québec’s Green Fund
Between 2013 and 2020, $3.3 billion in investments will have been 
made in: 

• Sustainable mobility
• Transportation electrifrication
• Energy efficiency
• Energy conversion
• Green building
• Climate change adaptation



• Over 2,300 EV charging stations 
province-wide

• 50% of Canada’s EVs with less than
25% of its population

• 21,454 electric vehicles registered in 
Québec (December 2017)

• Spurring growth in new industries:
• Lion Bus electric school bus 

manufacturer
• Novabus electric transit bus 

manufacturer

Decarbonizing the Transportation Sector



Results:

1990 – 2015

• 8.8% emissions
reduction

• 18% growth in 
population

• 60% growth in the 
economy

• 22.7% decline in 
carbon emissions per 
capita

• 43% reduction in the 
economy’s carbon
intensity



Powering Québec’s Economic Growth

• In 2016, Québec created more jobs 
than the rest of Canada combined –
85,000 full time jobs

• 5.6% unemployment rate – lowest since
1976

• Fourth consecutive balanced budget for 
fiscal year 2018-2019, even with $4.3 
billion in additional investments

Supporting the Green Economy:

• 43,000 direct and indirect jobs created
thanks to the $2B invested via the 
Green Fund



Québec’s rural regions – benefiting from WCI


