


Post Text:
Vermont’s economy stands to grow if we invest in

renewable energy solutions. Right now, we send around
/8 cents of every dollar we spend on fossil fuels out of our
state economy. If we were to invest in renewable
electricity for heat pumps and EVs, or local wood for
advanced wood heat, we would cut that number in half!
That means keeping 2-4x as much money re-circulating in
the Vermont economy. Read more in EAN’s 2018 Annual
Progress Report.
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How do the different energy sectors contribute to Vermont'’s

energy use, Vermont's emissions, and Vermonters’ energy
burden?

Some might talk about transportation, thermal, and electricity as
equal parts of “total energy,” but each sector is unique in Vermont
when it comes to relative energy use, emissions produced, and
the energy burden each creates. On all counts, transportation is
the biggest challenge. Read more in EAN’s 2018 Annual

jl Progress Report.
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How Vermonters benefit: a case study P o St Text.

Homeowners are investing in a renewable energy future!
Check out this Jericho couple who completed a Zero
Energy Now project to get their home off fossil fuels and
nearly eliminate their carbon emissions. Read more in
EAN’s 2018 Annual Progress Report.

BEFORE | AFTER
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Tweet #1: Save Money,
Reduce Emissions, Keeping
More Dollars in Vermont

our state
“commitment.
18-progress-report


https://www.eanvt.org/2018-progress-report

O O
N —
S
e

Transportation and thermal are the biggest energy
challenge for Vermont: these sectors uses the most
energy, emit the most GHGs, and create the most
energy burden for Vermonters based on new EAN
progress report. https://www.eanvt.org/2018-
annual-progress-report/the-energy-conversation-is-
a-climate-and-an-equity-conversation/ #vtpoli

The energy conversation is a climate —




Tweet #3: Time to bend
the curve

onal
., and MORE.
[ anvt.org/2018-progress-
report. #vtpoli
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front porch forum-

HELPING NEIGHBORS CONNECT

Front Porch Forum Post #1:

What can we do to reduce
emissions in Vermont?

A new progress report from the Energy Action Network shows that we’re not on track to
meet our energy and emissions commitments, but that meeting them would provide
economic and health benefits for all Vermonters.

EAN models the scale of transformation we would need in order to meet our commitment to
the Paris Climate Agreement and outlines how that transformation would keep more money
in Vermonters’ pockets and recirculating in the Vermont economy. Investing in solutions like
electric vehicles, pellet stoves or boilers, and heat pumps can save money over the long
term and improve the health of Vermonters.

In order to ensure that Vermonters have access to these solutions and these savings,
Vermont policy-makers need to look at economy-wide policy solutions that bring everyone
into this transition at the appropriate scale.

Read more from EAN at https://www.eanvt.org/2018-progress-report



https://www.eanvt.org/2018-progress-report

LN
\

O

— -

front porch forum-

HELPING NEIGHBORS CONNECT

Front Porch Forum Post #2:
What do we gain when we don’t
spend money on fossil fuels?

Fossil fuels are the status quo. We interact with them all the time and we’re comfortable with it — filling up a
car at the gas station, turning up the thermostat, putting more gas in the snow blower. We don'’t often think
about what that interaction is costing us.

According to a new progress report from Energy Action Network, 78 cents of every dollar spent on fossil
fuels gets sent out of state, versus recirculating and growing the Vermont economy. Spending a dollar on
renewable fuels instead — electricity for cars or heat pumps, wood for pellets or wood chips to heat homes
and businesses — would return 40-80 cents back to the Vermont economy, more than double what
recirculates from fossil fuels. That supports stable renewable energy jobs and local businesses that
support a stronger local economy.

In fact, EAN found that just on heating fuels, Vermonters spent $240 million extra in 2018 than if we were
getting 100% of our heat from renewable sources. Of that, over $185 left the Vermont economy entirely.
We have the solutions to turn this around. To grow our economy and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. To
learn more about what each of us can do as individuals and how policymakers can lead, read the full EAN
Progress Report at https://www.eanvt.org/2018-progress-report.
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Republicans who believe in climate change
seek alternative to Green New Deal

"We have a voice in this, too," Rep. Francis Rooney, R-Fla., said.
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Going electric saves money

Fuel

Oil Changes & Filter Replacement
Tire Changes

Engine Air Filter Replacements
Cabin Air Filter Replacements
Spark Plug Replacements

Coolant Flush and Replacement

$2.74/gallon?

$900
$600
$207
$273
$439

$10

$1.50/gallon equivalent?
None
$600
None
$273
None

$110
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Adults won’t take climate change seriously. So we,

the youth, are forced to strike.

By Maddy Fernands, Isra Hirsi, Haven Coleman, Alexandria Villasefior, March 7, 2019
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Maddy Fernands

Maddy Fernands is a 16-year-
old youth activist from Edina,
Minnesota, and the National
Press Director for the US
Youth Climate Strike....

Isra Hirsi

Isra Hirsi is a 16-year-old
sophomore from Minneapolis,
Minnesota. She is one of the
three co-founders and co-
directors of the US Youth
Climate Strike....

Haven Coleman

Haven Coleman is a 7th grade
climate activist from Denver,
Colorado, and cofounder and
codirector of US Youth Climate
Strike....

Alexandria Villasenor

Alexandria Villasefor is a 13-
year-old climate justice
activist located in New York
City. She is involved with the
Fridays For Future movement
that was sparked by Greta
Thunberg in Sweden. ...




How Vermonters benefit: a case study

Let’s take a look at a real 1950 ranch house in Jericho, Vermont. The homeowners, one recently
retired from the Vermont Air National Guard and one a bookkeeper at a local school district,
recently completed a Zero Energy Now (ZEN) project to get their home off fossil fuels and
nearly eliminate their carbon emissions.

THERMAL & ELECTRIC BEFORE AFTER THERMAL & ELECTRIC

ENERGY USE =~ ENERGY USE

80.76 BTU 33.36 BTU
i 95% electricity
HEATING &
ELECTRIC COSTS Bhiwweves
$255.96 annually R

(85% on-site s;olaf')
THERMAL & ELECTRIC EMISSIONS
Responsible for over | Responsible for arcund
222,184 Ibs of CO2 in 30 years | 1,000 Ibs of CO2 in 30 years

25% electricity
i

(utility mix)
gg

5% fossil fuels
(for cooking)

TRANSPORTATION

After the ZEN project, the
owners invested in an EV.
Ihey plan to expand

their solar to cover the
additional electric load

Actions

Install 7.85 kW of 5OUrce 3 ;
to cover existing and and heat pump nd insulation in
increased electric load water heater basement and attic

FINANCING: The couple opted to roll the costs of these home energy
improvements into a five year home equity loan to start as their mortgage
was retired. Before the project, they were paying $930.45 for their mortgage
and energy costs. After the project and the retirement of their mortgage, they
are paying $873.61 for a five-year period. Once the loan is retired in 2021, their
monthly costs will just be for energy, at a little over $20/month.
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PROPANE: RESIDENTIAL
FUEL OIL: RESIDENTIAL
NATURAL GAS: COMMERCIAL

BAGGED
WOOD PELLETS: RESIDENTIAL

COLD CLIMATE
HEAT PUMPS: RESIDENTIAL
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How climate change is fueling
2 extremism

By Isabelle Gerretsen, CNN
(© Updated 7:06 AM ET, Sun March 10, 2019
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Healthy homes, healthy lives

The Vermont Department of Health reports strong
evidence for the positive impact of home weatherization
on general health, productivity, social health, and upper
respiratory health.

They estimate that the 10-year benefit of weatherization,
INn health and fuel savings, is nearly
per household.
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[ AUTHOR: OPINION |

VTDigger.org publishes 12 to 18 commentaries a week from a broad range of community sources. All
commentaries must include the author’s first and last name, town of residence and a brief biography,

including affiliations with political parties, lobbying or special interest groups. We have a minimum
length of 400 words. We have found the ideal length is approximately 600 to 800 words. We provide
some copyediting support, but we do not have the staff to fact-check commentaries. We reserve the right
to reject opinions for matters of taste and accuracy. Commentaries are voices from the community and
do not represent VT'Digger in any way. Please send your commentary to Cate Chant,
cchant@vtdigger.org, and Anne Galloway, agalloway@vtdigger.org.




Burlington Free Press

OPINION Qsicer @ usaTtopay

Letters & My Turns

Letters to the Editor of The Burlington Free Press are published once a week in the printed edition on Sundays,
and online on merit. We welcome letters and My Turns on topics of broad public interest. We limit letters to the
editor to about 250 words, and My Turns to about 700 words. We generally accept submissions only from
Vermont residents. We also ask that, as a rule, letters and My Turn have a single author, although we may make
exceptions at our discretion. Please include the name of the author, his or her town of residence, and a daytime
telephone number for author verification. Please identify any affiliation relevant to the subject of your letter or My
Turn. E-mail your letters and My Turns to letters@freepressmedia.com




@: 32° Search... n

Cloudy »

THE BARRE "l MONTPELIER

TIMES ARGUS

NLIN

Sunday, March 10, 2019

HOME NEWS OBITUARIES OPINION SPORTS FEATURES CALENDAR CLASSIFIEDS

Letter to the Editor

Letter to the Editor

The Times Argus welcomes letters to the editor. We endeavor to publish all letters, but they should be short (no more than 300 words) and to the point.To submit your letter to
the editor, please fill out the following form and click the submit button.|f this form does not work for you, please send your letter directly to: letters@timesargus.com using the
guidelines below.Letters should include the writer's full name, telephone number, and e-mail for verification. All requested information is solely for the purpose of verifying
comments. It will not be used for any solicitation purposes.Letters that are unsigned, libelous, in poor taste, or incomprehensible will not be published.






