
Town Street Lighting Campaigns 
 
 

WHY IT MATTERS 

Street lighting is one of a town’s more expensive utility bills. Most cities and towns currently 
use old, inefficient light fixtures with drop-down lens fixtures that spill and waste light to 
the sides and  upward to the sky. Through a community-wide streetlight initiative, towns 
can save money, reduce energy use, and cut down on night time light pollution. For more 
information contact SERG or  download and review the comprehensive “Guide to 
Improving Efficiency in Municipal Street and Public Space Lighting” created by 
Efficiency Vermont. 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  

GETTING STARTED: PROJECT RESOURCES FROM VERMONT 

COMMUNITIES 

 Thetford Streetlight Project 
• Guide to Energy and Cost Saving Opportunities 

• Project Summary 

• Electricity Savings Spreadsheet 

 Hartford Streetlight Revision Initiative 
• Project Outline Presentation 

• Streetlight Assessment Guide 

• Streetlight Survey Example 

 Brattleboro Streetlight Conversion 
• 2012 Streetlight Conversion Plan 

• Brattleboro Streetlight Map 

  
Smart street lighting strategies all towns might consider include: 

• Removing unneeded lights 

• Avoiding street lighting in low-density and rural areas 

• Lighting for the task (pedestrian walkways and intersections) 

http://www.vecan.net/Archive/wp-content/uploads/EVT_MunicipalStreetLightingGuide_Rev040111.pdf
http://www.vecan.net/Archive/wp-content/uploads/EVT_MunicipalStreetLightingGuide_Rev040111.pdf
http://www.vecan.net/Archive/wp-content/uploads/Streetlight-Project-How-To2.compressed.pdf
http://www.vecan.net/Archive/wp-content/uploads/Thetford-Streetlight-Project.compressed.pdf
http://www.vecan.net/Archive/wp-content/uploads/Thetford-Streetlight-Electric-Savings.compressed.pdf
http://www.vecan.net/Archive/wp-content/uploads/VLCT-2011.compressed.pdf
http://www.vecan.net/Archive/wp-content/uploads/Street-Lights-Assessment.compressed.pdf
http://www.vecan.net/Archive/wp-content/uploads/St-Lights-Energy-Committee-Survey-Dec08.compressed.pdf
http://www.vecan.net/Archive/wp-content/uploads/Brattleboro%E2%80%99s-Streetlight-Conversion-Plan.compressed.pdf
http://www.vecan.net/Archive/wp-content/uploads/Streetlights-and-zones_11x17.compressed.pdf
http://vecan.powershifthosting.com/index.php/town-street-lighting-campaigns/lighting-fixtures/


• Upgrading to more efficient lamps and fixtures 

• Installing full cut-off fixtures, with lenses that do not extend below the fixture thereby 
preventing light spillage to the sides 

• Placing lights in low-traffic areas on timers to shut off during the middle of the night 

• Considering purchasing municipally owned fixtures, rather than leasing them from the local 
electric utility. This will expand the town’s options for lights, fixtures, and controls and 
could result in financial savings to the town 

• Encouraging adoption of zoning bylaw amendments that achieve shared goals for energy 
conservation, efficiency, and protection of the night sky 
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