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The Mobilization Gap





CONTEXT
•Democrats lost 968 state legislative seats during Obama’s presidency, the largest net loss 
since World War II. 

•Look at the map of the 2016 election results. The greatest support for Donald Trump came 

from small rural towns like ours. From 1999 to 2009, neither party held a significant 
advantage among rural voters. Today, Republicans have a 16-percentage-point advantage. 

•Tom Perez, Democratic National Committee Chair, said in a recent interview that “you 
can’t door knock in rural America.” 

https://ballotpedia.org/Changes_in_state_legislative_seats_during_the_Obama_presidency
http://www.msnbc.com/transcripts/all-in/2018-09-07


District 88

❖ -16 percentage point Democratic Performance Index

❖ [Republicans have a 16-percentage-point 
advantage among rural voters nationwide.]

❖ Never been held by a Democrat

❖ Chelsea has one of highest property tax rates

❖ Lincoln County is most rural county in Maine and oldest 
county (by age) in the US
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U not home general
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ACTUAL 
RELATIONSHIPS



52.4%



Sexual Assault Kits

Windfall Elimination Provision

Transportation for Seniors 

Coffee with Chloe

Newsletters

Constituent meetings

Articles in the paper

Bringing it to Augusta  & keeping it at home 



Maine Green New Deal—1.0
❖ 80% by 2040

❖ Taskforce for a Green New Deal

❖ Solar on schools

❖ Commission on a Just Transition to a Low-Carbon 
Economy

❖ Apprenticeship program



Organizing





Maine Green New Deal—2.0

❖ Focused on the District 88’s of the world 

❖ Local

❖ Rural

❖ Labor-oriented & talking about climate in a new way

❖ Using politics to build movements 





Thank you! Chloe Maxmin
csmaxmin@gmail.com
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